University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

5-25-1988

Nicaraguan Government Announces 30-day
Extension Of Ceasefire
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Nicaraguan Government Announces 30-day Extension Of Ceasefire." (1988). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
noticen/2113

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 074818
ISSN: 1089-1560

Nicaraguan Government Announces 30-day Extension Of
Ceasefire
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, May 25, 1988
On May 23, the Nicaraguan government announced a decision to extend for 30 days the current
ceasefire scheduled to expire on May 30. The ceasefire has been in effect since April 1, result of the
March 23 Sapoa accord. At a news conference, President Daniel Ortega said the decision to extend
the ceasefire indicated that his government wants "to make clear the will of Nicaragua to give peace
an opportunity...It won't be the Nicaraguan government or the Sandinista army that will break the
cease-fire...It will be the responsibility of the US government and the contras if combat is renewed."
The president stated that the site for a new round of peace talks had not yet been settled, although
both sides had agreed to begin the talks on May 25. He reiterated that the government insists that
the meetings take place in Managua. Meanwhile, contra officials said the government had already
agreed to their proposal for a three-day meeting beginning on Wednesday in Sapoa. "There is no
sense in our going to Sapoa now," Ortega said, adding that conditions for the meeting were better
in Managua. At a May 18 ceremony in Managua commemorating the 93rd anniversary of Augusto
Cesar Sandino's birthday, President Ortega said his government was determined to use all possible
resources to defeat the contras if they decide to continue the war. In his speech Ortega also referred
to a letter by 25 US congresspersons warning him that US aid to the contras would be resumed if he
took action against them. (See CAU, 05/20/88.) On the following day, the official Sandinista party
newspaper Barricada published Ortega's remarks about the letter: "Until they (the contras) achieve
a definitive peace, we are willing to work with them, even though there are some congressmen with
an imperialistic mentality who are making threats to renew military aid...We are not dependent
on what is discussed in the American Congress...Despite these actions, which encourage a warlike
policy, they cannot legalize or rationalize...this blackmail." In an interview with foreign reporters on
May 21, President Ortega said that government troops would attack contra forces only if the latter
strike first. "If the contras open fire, we will respond firmly and with greater force than before." In
reference to the House members' letter, Ortega said the prospect of more US aid for the contras
would not lead him to order military restraint: "We are obligated to defend ourselves. If this leads
Congress to approve more American funds for military aid to the contras, it would not be anything
new." (Basic data from Agencia Nueva Nicaragua, 05/20/88; UPI, 05/19/88; Reuters, 05/23/88; New
York Times, 05/22/88)
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